Early detection of neurophysiological abnormalities in infection by human immunodeficiency virus.
The human immunodeficiency virus causes serious, progressive and irreversible deterioration of the immunocompetence system and of the nervous system, so neurological pathology in infected patients is frequent (30-40%), affecting both the central and the peripheral nervous systems. There are different clinical and laboratory indicators of bad prognosis, considering the important neurotropism of the virus. This study attempts to evaluate which neurophysiological parameters are altered during the initial phases of infection by HIV. A total of 46 individuals were studied, 30 seronegative and 16 seropositive in stage A of the CDC-93 classification. Motor and sensory conduction studies were carried out on all of them on the upper and lower extremities, as well as visual, somatosensory and auditory evoked potentials and endogenous potentials, mainly P300. The analysis of the neurophysiological parameters evaluated in our series, showed alterations of the conduction velocity of the sural nerve, latency of N1 of the SSEP of median and posterior tibial nerves and P300 in the initial phases of the infection even in the absence of clinical symptomatology.